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Thesummer isover and there has been much discussi on about the NASU unity initiative. Some brethrenwant to get
onwiththework of unity, feeling that we must intensify our effortsto end thedivision, God willing. Othersfed they
have not had sufficient opportunity to discusstheissueswith those of “the other side”. Some othersbelievesmple
doctrines have been madetoo complex. Somefear and opposethe NASU.

Here are some of the assurancesthat haveresulted from
recent doctrinal discussions;

However, webdievethefollowing addressesthese
concerns.

WHAT THE NASU PROCESSIS COMMON DOCTRINAL ASSURANCES
TRYINGTO DO*

e TheCovenantsof Promiseareacritical part of
Bibleteaching and our faith.

Baptism makesuseligiblefor eterna life, subject to
fathfulness

e Honour God by seeking to end thedivision that has
weakened usfor over 100 years. °
e Seek God'sguidanceand

blessing, which areessential to * Baptismreconcilesusto God,

: . _ relating usto Christ instead of
achieveunity. Let no one seek hisown, Adam.
e UsetheBibletounderstandthe , h -
issues avoiding tracitiona but each one the other’s e TheAtonement (divine
> q well-being. 1 Cor. 10:24 reconciliation) iskey to salvation
expressionsand arguments. and thereforeto theresurrection
e Arrangeto havebrethren of the of thefaithful.

twofdlowshipsengageinthe
process.

e Dispe faseopinionsof what “theother side”
believes.

o Clarify presumed differencesthat do not justify
Separation.

e Participatein meetingswith an ecclesaor ecclesias
todiscussbeliefs.

e Preparetheway for fellowship that givesequal
standing, throughout North America, tothe
BUSF+NASU andthe BASF+NASU.

Delegatesfrom some 40 ecclesiashave agreed that
thereisnot sufficient differenceto justify separation. In
keeping with the objectives above, they have outlined
their agreementsinthe*North American Statement of
Understanding” (NASU).

*(The NASU process does not address unity with the Church
of God of the Abrahamic Faith.)

e Baptismheightensaperson’s
responsibility to God.
Jesus benefited from his own desath.
Thedoctrineof “cleanflesh” isnot Scripturd andis
not to be taught.

e Theteaching of theresurrectioniscentral to our
hopein Christ.

¢ All humanity isresponsibleto God, whether or not
incovenant withHim.

e Peoplewhowillfully reject God areliabletoHis
judgments.

Knowledgeresultsin aresponsibility before God.
Knowledgeand a“call to conscience” are
necessary e ementsin avalid baptism.

e Godwill determinewho outsidethe covenant justly
should beraised for condemnation.

e Onecannot identify thosewho will bejudged asa
consequenceof “knowledgeand calling”.

e Oneshould not teach that God cannot raise or
definitely will not rai se anyone outside of the
covenant.

¢ Young peopleshould not betaught to “ sow their
wild oats’ before baptism.
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LET'SLOOKAT THE PROBLEM IN CONTEXT

Christadel phians, asabody, areuniquein theworld. Wethink it doesmatter what onebelieves. Webelieveinthe
inspiration of Scripture. Wereject theideaof thetrinity or the pre-existence of Christ. WebelieveintheKingdom
on earth, not in heaven-going. Weregject theideaof apersonal devil. Werefuseto participateinwar. Webelieve
that manismortal, rather than possessing animmortal soul. Webedieveintheresurrection at thelast day andinthe
judgment. Webelieveinthereturn of the Lord Jesus. Webdlievein baptism by immersion after adeclaration of
belief inthegospel. Asbrethren, weall hold the Hope of Isragl in common.

Whilesome Christian denominationshold some of these beliefs, we are generally considered hereticsfor our faith
for holding al thesebeliefs. Brethrenin past ageshavegiventheir livesfor what webelieveand areactively
persecuted today in several countries.

Weareatiny boat inaseaof unbelief and mis-belief.
We should pull together onthe oars. We hold these beliefsin common. Wearebrethren. Itistimetowork

together, to strengthen each other, recognizing that we share aprecious and common faith. Through God'sgrace
therewill beaunited peoplecalled out for God's Name at the coming of the L ord.

WHAT SHOULD WE DO NOW?

e Letuspray that Godwill bring about a Scripturally-sound union.

e Letusresolvetoloveoneanother and refuseto speak badly of each other.

e Letusfindout what the" other side” redlly believes. The NASU committeewill help.
e Letusnever sow discord among brethren. Weknow the LORD hatesthis.

IFASOUND BASISISAGREED TO, WHATWILL THE RESULT BE?

Anoutpouring of joy and relief that thisblack cloudisfinaly removed.
Stronger ecclesias, benefiting from each other’ sresources.

More opportunitiesfor young people.

Enthusiasm for what we believein common.

A better opportunity to teach our friendsthe Truth.

Stronger outreach and stronger community growth.

Opportunitiesfor moreto servein globa mission efforts.

With our Heavenly Father’sblessing therewill bejoy in heaven.
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